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Assessing Historical Significance 
 
 
  

Outstanding 
 

 
Very good 

 
Competent 

 
Satisfactory 

 
In-progress 

 
Identifies 

relevant and 
important 
evidence 

 
Identifies the 

most important 
and relevant 
facts in the 

documents for 
each criterion 

of significance. 

 
Identifies most 

of the 
important facts 

in the 
documents for 
each criterion 

of significance. 
 

 
Identifies some 
relevant facts in 
the documents 

for each 
criterion of 
significance, 

but important 
ones are 
omitted. 

 

 
Identifies some 
relevant facts in 
the documents, 
but few of the 
important ones 
are included. 

 
Identifies no 

relevant facts in 
the documents.

 
Justifies 
rankings 

 
Justification 

for each 
ranking shows 

thoughtful 
consideration 
of the most 
important 
factors. 

 

 
Justification 

for each 
ranking shows 
consideration 

of many of the 
important 
factors. 

 
Justification 

for each 
ranking 

touches upon 
some key 
factors. 

 
Somewhat 
plausible 

justification is 
given for each 
ranking; key 
factors may 

not be 
addressed. 

 
No plausible 
justification is 
given for any 

of the assigned 
rankings. 
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