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This MysteryQuest examines documents related to the trial of the Black slave, Ang®lique, 
accused of being responsible for a deadly þre in Montreal in the early 1700s. Students consider 
the occupations available to women in New France at that time and assess the various tasks 
involved and the attributes required to undertake them. 
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Å womenõs work in New France
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Taking on the persona of Am®lie, write a letter to your cousin explaining your recommendations for the 
job she should undertake when she arrives in New France.

Students will learn about the various tasks and the attributes required to undertake an occupation available 
to women in New France. 

Å knowledge of daily life in New France
Å knowledge of the occupations open to women in New France 

Å criteria for appropriate job (e.g., possesses the necessary skills, matches personal goals, satisþes 
living/working conditions)

Å inferences

Å data chart
Å rating scale

Å attention to detail

This lesson can be used as a self-directed activity by having students individually or in pairs work their way 
through the guided instructions and support material found at http://www.mysteryquests.ca/quests/18/indexen.
html.

On the following pages are suggested modiþcations of the self-guided procedures found on the MysteryQuest 
website for use with a class of students. For convenience, each support material and set of directions found 
on the website is reproduced next to the relevant suggestions for whole class instruction.
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ñ Using Introduction as a guide, explain to students 
the challenge that is the focus of their investiga-
tion.

ñ Using The Task as a guide, outline the activities 
that students will undertake.

ñ You may want to download and display pic-
tures of life in New France and other related 
pictures.

ñ Ask students to think of the types of jobs that 
women in New France might have done. Instruct 
them to write down three possible jobs or write 
all suggestions on the chalkboard.

ñ Duplicate and distribute to students copies of European Women in New 
France.

ñ Using Step 1: Establish jobs available to women in New France as a 
guide, explain that the brieþ ng sheet gives them a broad understanding 
of how women lived in New France. Ask students to share the infor-
mation they found. Were the jobs they previously listed mentioned? 
Were some available jobs surprising?

MysteryQuest 18
Support Materials 1 (Brieý ng Sheet)

European Women in New France



Â

ñ Using Step 2: Learn more about each job as a 
guide, learn about the types of jobs available to 
women in New France.

ñ Duplicate and distribute copies of Learning About 
the Jobs for students to use to record their þ nd-
ings.

ñ Explain that the documents they have already 
examined will give them some information, but 
they will have to make inferences and call on 
prior knowledge about what is involved in the 
job, the required aptitudes and skills, as well as 
the working conditions. Remind students that 
inferences have to be based on evidence.

ñ Point out that students will have to examine other 
documents to get a more complete list of the 
jobs available to women in New France. Direct 
them to the documents listed in Evidence in the 
Case.

MysteryQuest 18 Support Materials 2 (Activity Sheet)

Learning About the Jobs 

Type of Work Tasks Involved in the Job Required Skills Working and Living
Conditions

Businesswoman
(innkeeper, laundry,

broom maker) 

Nun

Servant/Maid

Mistress of a large
household

Slave

Great Unsolved Mysteries in Canadian History�
MysteryQuest 18 – Working Women in New France

MysteryQuest 18 Home Website – Torture and the Truth: Angélique and the Burning of Montreal
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ñ Using Step 3: Learn about Roseõs qualities as a 
guide, explain to students that they are now ready 
to see which of the jobs they have analysed would 
be best for their cousin, Rose. Read aloud Learn-
ing About Rose or duplicate and distribute a copy 
of it.

ñ Instruct students to work with a partner to list Roseõs attributes and skills. You may want to ask students to share their 
lists with the whole class if you think it will help them complete the remainder of the challenge more successfully.

ñ Using Step 4: Apply the criteria as a guide, explain to students that they are now ready to see which job Rose is most 
suited for. Point out that they will need to use criteria to make certain it is the right job for Rose. As a class, brainstorm 
possible criteria.

MysteryQuest 18
Support Materials 3 (Brieý ng Sheet)

Learning About Rose




